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Release outstanding
instalments by 15th
Ramadan: BKMEA
FE REPORT

Bangladesh Knitwear
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BKMEA) on
Tuesday requested the interim

Ready-made garment
industry has begn
passing through

a tough time
government to release the
outstanding instalments of cash incentives, totalling Tk 70
billion, by 15 Ramadan.
The trade body for the knitwear sub-sector emphasised that
any further delay in the release of instalments could lead to
serious disruptions, particularly in the export-oriented textile
and garment industries.
BKMEA president Mohammad Hatem made the plea in a letter
sent to the finance secretary on Tuesday.
ln the letter, the BKMEA leader said that by March this year,
claims for export subsidies or cash assistance amounting to
about Tk 70 billion have been submitted to the central bank
for 2024-25 fiscal year.
He urged the Finance Division to take special measures to
release the funds within the shortest possible time, preferably
by Ramadan 15, ahead of Eid.
He also poipted out that the ready-made garment industry
has been passing through a tough time due to a number of
challenges, including the changed political situation.
The prolonged labour unrests in various industrial zones have
severely disrupted production, leading to factory closures and
an abnormal rise in production costs, he added.
"But to maintain buyers' confidence here in the country's
export industry, RMG entrepreneurs have been forced to
accept work orders at prices lower than actual production costs
in many cases," Mr Hatem said.
Despite an increase in orders, many factories are facing
liquidity oisis, he said in the letter, highlighting the increasing
pressure of wage and festival allowance payments ahead of
Eid.
He warned that failure to make timely payments might lead to
renewed Iabour unrests in the industrial sector, and sought
government's support which is crucial to maintaining stability
in the sector.
Meanwhile, a commerce ministry report has revealed that
some 500 RMG factories are at risk of unrest over the payment
ofwages and festival allowances ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr.
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against S24.21 billion duringthe
corresponding period.
Knitwear subsector bagged USS S1 4.34
billion in an 11.01-percent growth while
woven garments saw a 10.22-percent
increase to USSl2.45 billion in the last
eight months.
ln February 2025, RMG exports
amounted to S3.24 billion, marking a
growth of 1.66 per cent from the
earnings in February 2024.
However, woven exports saw a slight dip
in February 2025, decreasing by 0.44
per cent compared to that of February
2024, according to the official data.
Asked about the performance, an EpB
official said, "Despite challenges in
certain sectors, the overall positive
growth trajectory underscores
Bangladesh's resilience and
competitiveness on the global export
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Export earnings up
10.53pc to $32.94b
inJul-Feb of Ff25
Exporters lament unrest, gas crunch
denyi ng expected growth
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Bangladesh's export
earnings recorded a 10.53-
percent rise to USS32.94
billion duringthe first eight
months of this fiscal year--
singularly dominated bi
apparel sector--although
growth potent got stunted
for adversities.
According to Export
Promotion Bureau (EpB) data

released Tuesday, the country,s export.
earnings aggregated US S29.80 billion
during the July-February period of last
fiscal year.
The single-month export earnings in
February 2025 were also on the up and
up, with a 2,77-percent year-on-year
rise to USS3.97 billion compared to
USS3.86 billion in February 2024, the
EPB data revealed.
However, the new format of data
processing devised through the
correction of past trade arithmetic
didn't show the period's target.
Readymade garment (RMG) items, as
usual, overwhelmingly dominated the
export trade by recording a I 0.64-
percent growth in the,f uly-February
period.
The sector fetched USS26.79 billion

market.tt
As in previous months, the apparel
sector remained dominant contributor,
he said, adding that several non-
traditional sectors registered notable
growth in February 2025 that included
leather and leather goods, frozen and
live fishes and plastic and agricultural
products.
Talking to the FE correspondent,
Mohammad Hatem, president of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA), said the
growth was'very good' if the current
situation is taken into consideration,
Explaining the situation, he deplores
that labour unrest is continuing in
different industrialzones while there is
still scarcity of gas supply and non-
cooperation from banks.
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Bangladesh,s exports have shown
1::11**, disptaling steady g.o*rh inKe)' sectors such as garments, plastics
ano^ sealood in the first eight months
of-fi.scal year (Fy) ZOZ+ Xi-it.""*tri
9"[o.r8 global econor"i. f,""a*i"a, 

"*idomesdc concerns tr<e nig[ ;;fl;;;;
and political uncefl.ainh..

$rr'rff,ili3'r#".H:llTg'.Ti'*:l
rncrease lrom 53.96 billion, iccording todata published by the Export p-*"iT."
Bureau (EpB) yesierdav.

. This development comes days afterthe Bangladesh pank reponed a iumnin remitrance inflows, *ti.t **"i'zHpercelr ).ear.on_)ear ro $2.S2 Uitti6n tastmonth,ollering much needed relief to astralned economv.

" 
Total exporrs in the firsr eight months

o1 FY25 reached 532.94 UlfiSn, ;; i6;percent year on-year.

,^,El[rorrs of rlie readymade garmenr
(RMG) sector, Ba ngladesh,s luie".-i"*;";i
earner, grerv 1.66 percent last month.

Uverall, apparel exports rose 1O.64
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IN FIRST S MONTHS OT FY25
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*; Leather footwear: , ,,: 
,,. o/o
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TNGII,IEERII{G ON THE RISE

flectric products:
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Growth:34.llyo

percent
Februa4,

to $26.79 biltion in rheperiod compared to
July-

the
preceding year,

The RMG sector
accounted for over
8t percent of total

, In lhe 
'same 

period,
Kru twear exports climbed
ll.Ol percent to 514.34
billion, while exporrsot woven garments
rncreased 10.22 percenr
to $12.4s bilfinn

qSIT€nt exporrs is promising as workoroers are rebounding,,, said FaruoueHassan, a lbrmer president of ttreBangladesh Garmen t titanuta.tu.eis arir.xp,orrers Associa t ion (BGMEA).

. However, he said law and order mustbe ipRrored as internaiionJ;l;i#;
retai.lers frequently raise concerns ove?securrrv.

exporl earnings, yet
38at1 underlining
rts dominance in the

, Accord^ing to Hassan, the countrv is
arso Denehrin-g from US presidenr DonalJ
l3*p't tarifl policies. Higher tariffs onLnrn€se and Mexican apparel **po.ti
lo t!" US are redirecring ;.J;.'r";
Bangladeshi manufacturers,"h" opi""a. 

"

^.Ipl::"T, 
low pricing remrini i-rey

cnauenge, he mentioned
country's export basket.
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EXPORTS - BANGLADESH

JASIM UDDIN

. 
During this period, the country export_

:d S:1d.:..**th 932.94 Uilion, up 'from
$29.8o billion in the correspondingperiod
of the previous financial year, according
to the latest data from the Export promol
uon Bureau (EpB) released yesterday.

Ypgrf in February th'i, y"., ,lor.
reached $:.92 billion, marking a 2.77oh
year-on-year increase from $S.Se Uiltion.

The data show that reaOy_maAe gai_
ments remained the primary drivei of
export growth. Exports of agro_processed
products, plastic products, frozen food
and leather and leather products in_

creased, while exports of home textiles,jute-and jute products and engineerin-g
products declined.

.. The export target for Fyu5 is gSo bil_Iion, reflecting a p.44,t/o inirease- from
tne previous year.

. In February of Fyz5, the RMG sec_
to,r.generated $_3.24 billion, m"rting a
r.660lo increase from $3.r9 billion in ihe
sameperiod of F\24, and accoundng for
8r.9!Y: oftotal export earnings.

_ .Knitwear contributed gr.Ol bilion in
February of Fyz5, up by l.llo/, from fi.59billion in February Fyz4,i ,r. ,oc., co.,

Fxports in February reach
S3.gz billion, marking a
2.770/o yea r-on-yea r i ncrease

The country's export earnings grew by
f::ll i,/., 

i: 
lhe first eight months 0uly-tenruary) of the ongoing fiscat yea, iom_

pared to the same period Iast year.
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" eight months, he said.

ings declined o.440/o to $r59r
million from 91598 million in
the same month ofthe previous
fiscal year.

In the fust eig\t months of
the current fisbal year, ready-
made garments worth 926.8 Other sectors, performancebillion were exported, marking Among other major export sec-a rc.64%o increase compared to tors, agricultural products saw'the same period in thd previous a positive growth of 7.o3/o,fiscal year, reaching g5B, 63

while woven garments eam_

Former BGl/mA president
Faruque Hassan said in Febru-
4ry, apparel export growth was
verylowasitwas a lean period.
However, overall exports have
been doing very well despite
some challenges over the past

,"We have been able to
achieve double-digit groWh
despite- the major changes inthe politics following a stu_
ctent-Ied and public-supported

_uprising,,'he added.

China has also imposed a
1570 ctuty on US cotton imports,
rne_ tormer BGIIEA president
said. "This duty measure will
qrvg.an advantage for Bangla-
deshi spinning and textile riill_
ers to buy cotton at a conven-
ient price.,'

- Meanwhile, BKMEA presi
dent Mohammad Hatem said
some orders have increased

,over 
the past couple of months,

brrt pdces remain challenging
ror exporters due to rising pro_

!uct,9n costs. Adequate utitity
supplies also remain a chal_
Ienge for the industry to meet
buyers'lead times, he said., Hatem added that the law
and order situation has yet to
fully stabilise, which is essen-
tial for restoring buyer confi-
clence.

Speaking to The Business
Standard, Abdullah Hil Rakib,
managing director of Team
Group, said the industry has
an opportunity to grow further,
considering the order situation
rn the global market, Business_
es are likely to move away from
Lntna, as the US government
nas rncreased import duties on
Lnlnese goods; he said.

Leather and leather goods
increased 

. by uol0, totalling
188.+Z_rnittion in February of
FY:5, from $79.25 million in
t ebruary of the previous vear.In February of Fyzs, home
textiles-experienced a slight de_
ctll9 ot 

9.23%, totalling $84.r3
mtlfion, down from $g+.fz mil_
non a year ago.

Iaruque Hassan said that in
order to take advantage of this
olportunity, the government
should address four major is-
sues: enluring an uninterrupt-
ed supply ofgas and electricity,
Iowering prices, improving cus_
toms seryices and strengthen_
ing_law and order manage"meni

He added that attracting
new investment and securing
new orders for Bangladesh de_
pend on maintaining law and
orcter,-which remains a top pd_
olity for all. The government
slrould take steps to stabilise
the situation, he said.

from 964.rz million
FYz5.

sector also experienced a
bigfall

Export receipts from iuteand.jute goods fell by t.lgVo,
reaching $5t.s7 million in Feb-
ru.lyolFyzs, down from g7r.74
million in February Fyza.

Footwear exports ,a* a
growth of u.6z%, reachins
$88.47 million in Februari
of FYz5, up from gzq.zi
million in February Fyia.

The pharmaceuticals

million, up
. in February

by 22.55/o, totalling
million in Febru-

ary.of FYzsi compared to
$16.8r million in February
of the-previous fiscal year,

Ahmed, found-
er and chairman of Envoy
tiles Mills Ltd, &e world's

Tex-
first

al rclo duty imposed by
the Trump administration

thanks to the influx of addition-

of the existing tar-
Chinese exports to
from February this

on top
al orders.

iffs on
He also mentioned that the

the US
factory has a full order forecast

year
for the coming months.

Refering to the reciprocalAdditionally, turther tariff measures bytariff measures will be im- China and the
imposed

USA, heposed on US imports from thatwhile these will create new-China and Mexico from 4 opportunities in

LEED-certified denim mill, said
that they have been running
their factory at full capacity
pver the past couple of months,

said

thPv mar rl"^ illlatch. the US market,
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Ln rhe gioba) markel Business-
es are likely to move away ftom
China, as the US government
has increased import duties on
Chinese goods, he said.

Former BGMEA president
Faruque Hassan said in Febru-
ary, apparel export growth was
very low as it was a lean period,
However, overall exports have
been doing very well despite
some challenges over the past

'-- .- :.--.-- ^--.culudr u^
i-i:5. ncm S;9.:6 milion in
February of the previous year.

In February of Fy:5, home
textiles experienced a slight de-
cline of o.23%, totallins $84.13
million, down from $82+.:z mil-
lion a year ago,

Export receipts from jute
and jute goods fell by nag%,
reaching $6:.SZ million in Feb-
ruary of FYz5, down from $7r.74
million in February Fyz4.

Footwear exports saw a
growth of u,6zo/o, reaching
$88.47 million in February
of FY25, up from 979.26
million in FebruaryF\24.

The pharmaceuticals
sector also experienced a
big fall by 22.55%, totalling
$r3.oz million in Febru-
ary of FYz5, compared to
$r5.8r million in February
of the previous fiscal year.

Prospects and
chalJenges

' Faruque Hassan expressed
the hope that.the coming
months will be, better, as
some orders are shifting
from China to Bangla-
desh due.to the addition-
al rco/o duty imposed by
the Trump administration
on top of the existing tar-
iffs on Chinese exports to
the US from February this
year.

Additionally, turther
tariff measurei will be im-
posed on US imports from
China and Mexico from 4
March.

Faruque Hassan said
under the new tariff regu-
lations, Chinese exports to
the US will face an addition-
al ro% duty, while Mexican
exports will be subjected to

ec su;pl; ot 3a_r and e.e--,.r:rr.,..
lowering prices, improltg cus-
toms services and strengthen_
ing law and order managemenl

He added that attracting
new investment and securing
new orders for Bangladesh de-
pend on maintaining law and
order, which remains a top pri_
ority for all. The government
should take steps to stabilise
the situation, he said.

Meanwhile, BKMEA hesi_
dent Mohammad Hatem said l

some orders have increased
over the past couple ofmonths,
!!t nrices remain challenging
for exporters due to rising pro-
duction costs. Adequate utility
supplies also remain a chal-
lenge for the industry to meet
buyers'lead dmes, he said,
, Hatem added that the law

and order situation has yet to
fully stabilise, which is essen-
tial for restoring buyer confi-
dence.

Kutubuddin Ahmed, found_
er and chairman of Envoy Tex-
tiles Mills Ltd, fhe world,s first
LEED-certified denim mill, said
that they have been running
their ,factory at full capacity
over the past couple ofmonths,
thanks to thejnflux ofaddition-
al orders.

He also mentioned that the
factory has a full order forecast
for the coming months.

Refering to the reciprocal
tariff measures imposed by
China and the USA, he said
that while these will create new.
opportunities in the US market,
they may also impact the price
of West African cotton, which
is comparatively cheaper than
US cotton. "Generally, Bangla-
deshi millers use West African
cotton to minimise their costs,,,

j
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BKMEAwants
Tk7,000cr
outstanding cash
assistance from
govt before Eid

JASIM UDDIN

The Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BKMEA) has requesteJ
the Finance Division to release fkZ,oo.l croie
in outstanding cash assistance for exports be-
fore Eid-ul-Fitr.

BKMEA president Mohammad Hatem made
the request in a letter to Finance Secretary MJ
Khairuzzaman Mozumder yesterday.

According to the letter, claims for approxi_
mately TkT,ooo crore in export sulsidies or
cash assistance have been submitted to the
Bangladesh Bank for the zoz4-25 Rnanciai
year up until March zoz5.

Hatem urged the Finance Division to take
special measures to release the funds within
the shortest possible time, preferably by tire
r5th of Ramadan, noting that delays iould
cause serious disruptions in the export sector.

In the letter, he stated that the country,s
changed political situation, along with insia-
bility in the ready-mad. garr.nt (RMG) in-
gu.stry, has created significant challenges for
industdal establishments.

He noted that prolonged labour unrest in
various industrial zones had severely disrupt-
ed production, leading to factory cloiu.., 

"n,lan abnormal rise in production costs.

RMG - BANGLADESH

highlighted the increasing pressure
of salary and Eid bonus payments,
warning that failure to meet these
obligations could lead to renewed
labour unresl Mohammad Hatem
stressed that government support is
crucial to maintaining stability and
continuity in production.

Copies of the letter have been
sent to the finance adviser, com-
merce adviser, labour and employ-
ment adviser, Bangladesh Bank
govemor, and the president of the
Bangladesh Employers' Federation.

Notabh. the comrnerce mini<rru
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